
Chetwynd Public Library 
Special Meeting Minutes - APPROVED 

July 31st, 2018 
 

 

Call to Order: 5:08pm 
 
Present: Dana Bergen, Jocelyn Disher, Rochelle Galbraith, Tanya Harmacek, Sara Hoehn, Sorene Kampen, 
Melissa Millsap, Hannah Movold, Dan Rose, 
 
Regrets: Lynda Johnstone, Gloria Millsap, 
 
Planning timeline: 
Advisory Committee gave a summary of what was done in the last year and a half including the feasibility 
study that was done with Layton and the location of attaching the new Library to the back of the Rec 
Centre.   
 
PRRD hired an Architect that has been working closely with the Advisory Committee, Library Staff, PRRD, 
District of Chetwynd and the Rec Centre through workshops and telephone conferences.  
 
There was a meeting held with additional stakeholders where the Architect presented a draft and gave 
them an opportunity to ask questions and address any concerns.   
 
Update on the Children’s structure: 
Due to the timing of the referendum it was decided to postpone the children’s structure until we know 
what avenue we will be going in. The designer did mention that he was considerably over budget on the 
project and he would be unable to complete the project for under 60k; however he rescinded and has 
agreed to the postponement and completing the structure at the budgeted amount of 50k.  
 
New Library location, layout and discussions: 
With the unfavorable response to the location of the new Library being attached to the back of the Rec 
Centre a new location has been identified; between the Rec Centre swimming pool and the skate park. 
This location allows us to achieve our goal of being visible, front of the lot and remain in the same area. 
 
A brief summary why attaching to the side of the curling rink would not work: potential vermiculite in the 
walls, linking to the Rec Centre services such as fire suppression, having to create a “breeze way”, building 
on top of existing drains, that side of the building has drainage issues, it would not end up being attached 
due to having to leave space to evacuate the curling rink, it would be a triangular shaped building not to 
impede on the current Library during construction, etc. 
 
A new main entrance will be built for the skate park to accommodate its users. Question if we have 
received any feedback yet on the new location being by the skate park both for security and taking parking 
away from the skate park. 
 
We looked at the concept blocks of the general interior layout of the new Library. Question on the capacity 
of the multipurpose room and what its square footage will be.  
 
Walkways; there would be a side walk along the side of the building and the Rec Centre will look to extend 
its current sidewalk to encompass the whole front of the building.  



 
Parking: number of spots, location of spots, parallel parking for the main entrance, bus parking, drop off 
spot, handicap parking, etc. It was agreed that parking is tight during events and hockey tournaments. The 
District of Chetwynd owns the current Library and land and there is consideration in the demolition of the 
current Library to create additional parking to help eliminate some of the parking issues. 
 
Discussion on the cupboards in the community room and other assets purchased by the Library Board that 
could potentially be liquidated before the building is demolished. 

 
The Bistro will be scaled down. Costs are too high to put in a full commercial kitchen especially with one 
walking distance located in the Rec Centre. It is viewed as a tax haven from other local businesses and we 
have been given leeway due to our current ventilation issues to run it as is for now. 
 
The Community consultation is scheduled for August 14th where the Architect will show the whole plan 
with the preferred exterior grounds concept in the background. We should ensure that we invite the 
Chetwynd International Chainsaw Carving Championship Committee to attend the public consultation. 
Discussion on different advertising sources for the public engagement such as CBC radio. 

 
Goal to get tax payer buy in for what we are doing. 
This project will be funded 50/50 residents and PRRD (Area E) 
10yr term would be $40-$50 on a $500k assessment. 
 
Looking for grants all the time for Library and exterior grounds 
 
Construction would start in the spring of 2019 and be approximately a 16 month window with a soft 
opening on July 01, 2020. 
 
Reinforced the importance of lobbing together to have a shared vision of what we would like to create and 
to keep in mind what the Library means and the services it provides for the community. Even if an 
individual may not access the resources a new Library may attract a much needed professional and their 
family to the community. 
 
Email any frequently asked questions that you think may arise to librarydirector@chetwynd.bclibrary.ca.  
 
In-Camera: Entered into in-camera meeting at 6:06pm. 
 
Resumed regular meeting: at 6:46pm. 
 
Adjournment: Rochelle moves to adjourn the meeting at 6:48pm. 
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